
as are published by Dr. TuckerWise in a very recent
issue of the London Lancet are strongly in point in
this connection. If we are to have a crusade against
tuberculosis, the domestic pets, and especially the
exotic ones, will have to come under pretty strict
supervision. Probably in the interest of sanitation,
the less we have of the monkey and parrot, as well as
cat business, the better.

CARCINOMA AND TUBERCULOSIS OF STOMACH.
The simultaneous development of carcinoma and

tuberculosis is very rare in any locality. There are

only three or four examples of this combination of
morbid processes recorded as occurring in the stom-
ach. Claude1 found at the post-mortem of a patient
with tuberculosis of the lungs and intestines an irreg-
ular, soft tumor projecting from the posterior walls of
the stomach near the pylorus. Surrounding its base
ran a narrow ulcer, and the free surface of the mass

showed that the mucous membrane had been de-
stroyed; in the vicinity of the large tumor were three
smaller polypoid outgrowths, but otherwise the re-
mainder of the stomach seemed normal. Histologic
examination of the smaller nodules showed a typic
adenomatous structure and submucous tubercles with
giant cells and tubercle bacilli. The large tumor was
an adenocarcinoma; between the muscular coat and
the overlying tumor were numerous caseous tubercu-
lous foci extending into the carcinomatous tissue.
Thus there had developed an adenocarcinoma which
had become infected with tubercle bacilli, showing
that this organism can thrive on a carcinomatous
basis and overcome the tumor cells. When the great
rarity of tuberculosis of the stomach is considered it
would seem that carcinoma of the stomach really
favors the development of gastric tuberculosis by
diminishing the excretion of hydrochloric acid and
disturbing the functions of the gastric glands.

AVOIDABLE RAILROAD ACCIDENTS.
The report of the coroner's juries investigating the

recent wreck on the Reading Railroad, where twenty\x=req-\
nine lives were lost and fifty persons more or less
maimed, strikes the medical reader with utter amaze-
ment. Had their verdicts been anything but the
sworn conclusions of men who have personally inves-
tigated thematter they would have found few believers.
This railroad system has been considered one of the
important and well-managed roads of the eastern
States, and yet we find these two juries reporting that
they find the company censurable for not establishing
a color test for such of their employes as are com-

pelled to distinguish between colored lights and sig-
nals. It seems incredible that such a criticism could
be seriously made of any railroad of our times. If it
is true in addition, as these juries report, that the
Reading has no modern system of communication be-
tween the signal towers and the central offices, that
employes are not obliged to carry accurate timepieces,
that trains are dispatched too close together, and
finally, that although the trainmen on the night of

1 Compt. rend. de la Soc. de Biol., Jan. 28,1899.

the accident made some mistakes, the accident could
not even then have occurred if the road maintained a
proper method of signalling, then some of the high
officials of the road should be tried for criminal neg¬
ligence and manslaughter. The example of a presi¬
dent and manager of such a negligently operated rail¬
road spending ten or twenty years in the penitentiary
would be most salutary. Only the thorough airing
of this matter in the courts can remove a blot from
this road and its officers if these things be not true.
If they are true, punishment should be prompt and
certain.

INSANITY IN CHINA.
It has been claimed that the Chinese were not

especially liable to mental disorders, at least in their
native country, where the existence of any very great
number of insane has been denied. It seemed to be as-
sumed that their particular type of non-progressive
civilization, and the stereotyped habits and modes of
thought, while not favoring the highest intellectual
development, were equally unfavorable to tendencies
toward pronounced mental disease. The fact, too, of the
comparatively low value set on human life in China
was thought to be a possible cause for the non-sur-
vival for any long period of helpless, demented indi-
viduals, who without care must quickly succumb, and
the accumulation of insanity, that is one of our most
serious social problems, has been thought, therefore,
not to be one that troubled to any extent Chinese
economists or statesmen. This last may be true, but
the number of insane in China has evidently, accord-
ing to Dr. Kerr, an American medical missionary on
the spot, been vastly underestimated. In an editorial
note in the last number of the American Journal of
Insanity, he is quoted as estimating the number of
visible insane in China as so great that to adequately
shelter them at least 300 institutions, with a capacity
of 1000 each, would be required. This brings the
ratio of insane to the general population up to a point
not far, if any, below that of European states, and
spoils one argument in favor of Chinese civilization
and institutions. The pace of life may not be so fast
under those conditions, but evidently it is too severe
for many who have to try it.

EARLY DIAGNOSIS OF CHOLELITHIASIS.
It is a matter of common observation that biliary

calculi are often found after death when they were
unsuspected during life. In some instances the con-
dition is unattended with clinic manifestations, and
in others these are so vague in character as not to
suggest their true origin. For the diagnosis of gall-
stones it has been thought necessary that there should
be present attacks of hepatic colic, jaundice and the
passage by the bowel of the concretions. It has, how-
ever, been shown that morbid conditions and manifes-
tations exist independently of, and in the intervals
between, attacks of colic.
In a considerable experience at Carlsbad, Pollats-

check (Weiner Med. Woch., April 8, 1899, p. 702),
has found that in many of the cases referred to him
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